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AL-KAWAltlBi, 'abd al-k.vhman n. ah mad n. 
mas*Od, a pioneer in the theory of Paaarab- 
isin, was.bariuu (?) iS-jy into a family of notables 
loiig settled in Aleppo, and died in Cairo in 190.'. 
Orpliancd at an early age, he was brought up by an 



Am 



his 



Vuother's' maternal iniclc, siaid ' to have been some- 
lime tutor to Priu'-e ^Vbbas. Hilml (1874-1944) 
[ifiK]., He also, ixiiewded' al-madrasa al-kawdkibiyya 
in Aleppo. lie pcriectcd Turkish aad Persian as well 
as Arabic, and acquired some luiouicdgc of secular 
subjects. but not of a liuropcan. lani];uage. He led an 
active literary, and political life, cditiuti tbe official 
Aleppo paper Furdt in ils Arabic and Turkisli secliorjs 
from iS/StxSBo (?JrIu coiJabofalipn with Uasl;i:u . 
^A^lar, lie brought out iu 18/3 the first private Arabic 
weeldv iu.Aieooo. al-Shahbd^. vvluoh lasted tor. only 



I 



15 issues. 1 his, as well as a second paper, ai-rtuuii, 

.were cJo3^^.d by order of thoa>iii-.iu 1879. He "^vas 
involved in the municipality and in other conimercial 
and political ventures, particularly in the Regie des 
Tabacs, After quarrelling with the icuU, he was tried 
and loundguilty, but appealed in- Beirut and was 
acquitted. His property wjis confiscated, however, 
and he wjis forced to cndgralc 10 Cairo in iSi)S or 
1899. From Egypt he loured various Muslim countries 
and went as far Jis KuraJI; his sudden. death stopped 
another planned tour into the lieart of Arabia. In 
Cairo he is said to liavo Voceived the monthly salary 
of 50 g\iineas from the Khedive 'Abbas Hihni in 

Aden and tlie Nine TrotcvMorales for the caliphate 
whicli he wished to assiuue. 
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.. Al-Kawalcibi published iwo hooks, JraCiod whilo 
lie was still in Syria, both of which have boon con- 
viiicin<.'ly shown to derivo iwmx Western models, lie 
n?evl two pseudonyms: al-S.^yyid al-Fuiaii and al- 
Rahbala K. ijrnui ai K um. which echoes the views 
expressed b;^ W. S, BUwWr in The Future of [sUiiii 
(188:), was M'l-itiea in the guise of the pcoce<5dings 
of a sccrpt society and was first i)ublished lUlder^l 

pseudonym in i8aq. almost feitainly chuulesiinoly, 

phice of pubhcation being i;iven as Pore Said. 
It wan not until Rashld Ki(.la [</.u.j scrialised.:ii iu 
at-Mou^r [(^.v.), .April iijo^d-ebruarv 1903, that the 
book became widely known, "riie l)ook uuikes tho 
first sure and permanent transition in .Arabic irom 
■Panisl;nni,->!u lo Panarabism, It discusses the caliphate 
and argues that tho problems of Islam would be solved 



the 



by transferrin^^ the 



caliphate from the hou~. 



o 



[ 



'Ulhman to Kuray^i. An.. Arab caliph would be 
installed in iMecea niul would exercise, with- the 
concurrence of a special council of corksultaiiou 
{^±uta). polilicar aiuhority over the Hidjaz v-nly. 
This caliphate would be de\'oid of all other pohiical 
ami military powers; its spiritual luilure, as well 
as the speciar position "of tho Arabs within Jslam 
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are {greatly stressed. Taba^i' nJ-istibd(hi ^ni-masan^ 
al-isd'-bnd first appeared as a scries of anonyn\ous 
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AL-KAWAKIBI 






— T| 



J^ *»<4 



articles in al'Mu^ayyad of *^A1I YQsuf in i^oo. It 
is' to a large extent j\ faithful rendering in Arabic 
of Delia Tirannide (x8oo) by \'ittorio All'iori. Notes 
for othorr publications were destroyed or lost. •■ ' 

Bibliography: Al-Mandr, ■ v {1320/1902-3) 
"^^^y-^yo and -276-^2; Muhauiniad. Kaghib al- 
Tabbaljb; J^Uhn al-nubaliV bi. ia^rikh Ualab al- 
Sjiahbci^, vii, Aleppo i<)26f 507-^4; SvJvia Kedourie 
(nde Maun): Tlic ideas of a precursor, ^Ahd al- 

Rahman al-Kawdkibi {iS^g-i(^o2), in relation ■ to 
the trend of Muslirn-Arab political thori^hty Ph. D. 
thesis 1953; Sylvia G. • Haini, AlfUri and al- 
Kaamhibi, in Orienle Modertto, xxxiv (1934), 
33 r-4 ; Ettor'e Rossi, Ufia Inuluzioui* turca del- 



Voptra ''D&lla Tirannide'' \di V. Alficri probal- 
n\f\^te c{}fwsciuta da al-Kaicdkibi, in ibid,^ xxxiv 

{^95i)y- 335-7; Sylvia G. II nim, Dluni a p\d al-' 
Kawd/Hbi, in ibid., xxxv (1955)," 132-43; Sanii 
al-Dahhau, ^Abd .al~Rahmdn al-Kawdkibl, Cairo 
n.d,; N- Tapi^ro, Lesiddes rdforniistes d'al-Kanuikibi 
r26yxj3olxS4i)-i()02, Paris 1956; al-ui^tml al- 

Kdmila Ji-^A bd ' al-Rahptdn al-KaxOHkibl- tna^a 
dirasa^K^n luiydiihi wa~di]idrihi^ ed. Muh, ^IJmara, 
Cairo 1970; Hlie Kedourie, The Politics of Political 
LiUra-ture: Kawakibi^ Azoury and Jun^y in MidJU 
Eastern Studies^ vili/2 (197-1)^ 227-40, 
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